
Polly’s Pondering 

When I was young, I struggled with Language Arts.  Phonics was taught in the early elementary years of school.  Due to 

multiple moves resulting in attendance at multiple schools, I unfortunately missed out on learning phonics with the rest 

of the kids.  The result was disastrous.  I couldn’t spell, I struggled to pronounce unfamiliar words, and my grammar 

suffered.  By fourth grade I was in the “Red Bird” reading group.  I had to work hard to overcome some of those 

struggles.  I even choose my undergrad degree in Pre-Professional English just to help improve my communication skills.  

Believe it or not, the thing that helped me the most was taking Ancient Greek.   

When I struggled to understand the sentence structure in Greek, my professor, Dr. Pozzi, would smile and say, “Ah, 

Polly, I have to teach you English before I teach you Greek.”  It is true, I learned about the different verb conjugations 

(Present, Imperative, Subjunctive, Optative, Infinitive, and Participles).  I had never even heard of a Subjunctive verb.   

While I was struggling with two languages, she, on the other hand, knew 20 plus languages.  

Here is a picture of Dr. Pozzi and I at my graduation from the University of 

Houston.  I graduated with honors and was honored as one of the student 

commencement speaker finalists for graduation.  As a result, I was given the 

privilege of being escorted by a professor of choice.  I selected Dr. Pozzi.  

One of the most difficult aspects of reading Ancient Greek is that it didn’t have 

your typical use of punctuation that we see today.  It the oldest text, it looked 

more like a word search puzzle than a written text.   

 

I discovered quick how difficult it is to understand 

written texts without punctuation.  

I am reminded of Joe LoMusio’s question in “If I 

Should Die Before I Live”, “If I were to ask you to 

describe Easter without using any words, you could 

only use punctuation marks, which punctuation 

mark would you choose to describe this Easter for 

yourself?”  Take a moment to pause and think 

about that question before reading the rest of his quote below.   

“Maybe this Easter is a comma for you.  It makes you stop, pause, think, and listen, but that’s about it.  Perhaps 

today is a downer – a big bold period.  You thought you’d feel excited, but instead it seems to be more like 

empty ritual.  You feel like you’re not on the inside, but on the outside…an onlooker.   

It was a day when life felt like a period for Jesus’ disciples.  He was dead.  He was buried.  An end to 

expectations.  But wait – news of an empty tomb…the period is no longer a period, it’s a question mark.  That’s 

worse than a period.  Now they’re beginning to doubt.  Where is He?  They’re perplexed.  The guards are gone, 

the stone is rolled away.  He is not there.  And if not there, where? 

An angel speaks, “Why do you seek the living One among the dead?  He is not here, but he has risen.  Remember 

how he spoke to you while he was in Galilee, saying that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of 

sinful men, and how he must be crucified, and the third day he must rise again.”  Of course, they remembered!  

The periods are gone.  The question marks are removed.  There is one massive exclamation point!   

That’s what Easter is all about…an exclamation of gratitude and of praise for the resurrection of Jesus Christ and 

for the salvation his victory over death brought to us.”   

It is my prayer for you that this Easter will be marked with one massive exclamation point!  Jesus is risen!  He is risen 

indeed!   


